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33.  History of India—Angient Period

The Relation between Histoiy & Geography —The siuation, physical conditions, ¢lim
produce and other Geographical data of a country cxercise a great influence on its history. The les
plain of North India has ever been a centre of attraction for foreigners Nature has provided for
protection of this country by supplying it with the lofty, ice-clad Himalayas in the noﬂl_-n wnd the
Indian Ocean in the south. Butin the north-west there are the not-so-high Sulaimans with the Khr
and many other passes. [t was this weak point in India's natural defences, that was explaiie:
Alexander, the Shakas, the Huns, the Ghaznavid, the Ghori, the Moghuls. Nadir Shah. the Abdsli |
other invaders. Most of these "visitors " settled down here, for here they could get plenty to live
and that, too, for @ minimum of exerrion. Bue this very plenty, coupled with the hot climate, Indu
sloth and robs one of a good deal of one’s hardihood. Thar is why each fresh batch of invaders, (o
from cold, dreary highlands where living is so hard, could casily subdue the former settlers \nbmm.
its ownrule. The plateau of the Deccan remained more secure, because it is guarded by ses o
mountain ranges, and living here is not so very tempting.

Stone Age—In the old, old pre-historic times, when man had just come into being, he i
unclad in trees and caves, like so many other animals of the wild. He ate roots, fruit and raw flesh
which he killed animals by means of sharp flint pieces.” Gradually he learned to till and herd, 10 ma
flint rools and weapons and coarse dwellings or huts, Later he also learnt how to make a fire, »
by degrees he began to put it to various uses.

) Bronze Age—During this period implements, weapons, utensils, ornaments and sevaral wil
articles of copper. bronze and other metals and alloys began to be made. Cotton and woollen ¢ly
too come into use. Man began to live collectively in villages. Thus began civilization.

The Aboriginal Inhabitants of India—In ancient times this country was inhabited by tha X
the Bhls, the Gends and the Santhals, who still live in the forest-clad hills of Central lt
Dravidians, found today in the Deccan, may have been the natives of this very pare, the Sou: o
traces of Bronze Age Dravidian civilization have recently been discovered in Sind, in the Ohnlﬂfr
excavations. Some believe that the Dravidian civilization is more ancient than the Aryan
Mongols. a yellow-skinned people with oblique eyes, inhabit the Himalayas, Eastern Bem N Wi
They may have come from their homeland, Mongolia, in Central Asia, over China and tand enten
India by way of the Brahmaputra Valley,

The Aryans—The majority of the present day population of India are members .of the Ajy/
race. Historians differ as to the true humrpnf the Arynnspund the time of their settling in 1 s, ﬁlll
believe them to be the original inhabitants of the Punjab and the surrounding region, R
common belief is that thousands of years ago, these people used to herd in the steppes of wasiet
and from there several batches went out to Europe on the one hand and to [ran, Aflha!l";?g and bl
on the other. and settled there. All these countries are, of course. predominantly inhab! wh
and their speeches. the Indo-European tongues, too are descended from a common stock, | al
Parent-Speech.

The ancient Indo- Aryans spoke Sanskrit. The four Vedas (Rig. Sam, Y ajur and
Brahmana Granths, the Upanishads, the Aranyaks and other Shrutis, the Rdmdyana, the
the Manu Smriti and the Darshan Shdsiras or Six Schools of Hindu Philosophy ¢Pidrva M
Miménsd. Yog, Vaishéshik, Sankhya and Nydva) are among their sacred books. be
Oneness of God. They worshipped as gods the various forces and phenomena of Nat
exercise a great influence on our existence. Indra was their Rain-god, A{m the Fhl-»lpt
Air-god. Sdrya the Sun-god. Indu or Chandramd the Moon-god, Varuna the Water-god a

ancient Aryans could spin and weave, make garments, cultivate, manufacture implements &
turn out utensils and ornaments and erect buildings | heir habitations were osually lor.l
banks Each member of a family considered it his or her duty to obey the head of t [
mjltr considered it sacred to protect his subjects and ro maintain peace and order I
Women participated in the performance of Yajras and other religious rtes side by

Swayamvar, or self-selection of one’s husband, was commenly pracused. The w
into four varnas or classes, the Brahmanas, the K shatriyas, the Vaishyas and the ‘Sh d
cation was, as a matrer of fact, occupational, That is ro say, they were the Learned
Class the Puu_uglt Clqn and the Menial Clage. The life of man was supposed to last &
and it was divided into four stages or A shramas—Brohmickarsa {celibate student
(family life), Vanaprastha (forest-dwelling) and Samyas {complete renunciation of wor
{ Ancient Aryan Settlements—Saptasindhi: was the land of the Gomati (G
(Kurram), the Kabha (Kabu)), the Sindbu (Indus), the Kéishis"Gangs, the Vicashta
Chandra-Bhigs (Chenib) rivers, Pancha-nad was the _name for the Punijab
holy land between the Saraswati and the Dirshadwati (Ghaggar).  Brahmarshi
of the northern part of the Ganges ; it included the kingdoms of Kuru and Pinchil
the central land from the Himélayas ro the Vindhyas and from Prig (Allahahad) to ‘the
Saraswati (Sind). The whole country from Bengal to the Indus wat calied Aryaiartla
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